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SACRIFICE 
By Elisabeth Howard Elliot 


ACRIFICE? The word is not for me— 
Gladly I take my cross to follow 


Thee. 
Could I be loath te yield my medger 
pittance, p 
When Thou dost offer Heaven’s gold 
to me? 


Let me obey Thee even unto death, 
That to the far-flung fields Thy name 
be told. 
Forsaking all? What, Lord, could I forsake 
That would not be repaid a thousand- 
fold? 
My life is Thine, Lord; never let me seek 
To plan that life for which my Saviour 
died. 
Thine, Lord, is the power to will and do— 
That in my body Christ be magnified. 
To know the excellency of Christ, my 
Lord, 
What things were gain to me I count 
but loss; 
Teach me the values of eternity— 
To choose with Thee the pathway of 
the Cress. 
(Reprinted from Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times, 
Oct. 9, 1948.) 


Duty Amid Danger 


For the Christian, the center of God’s 
will is the best place. This applies to 
both time and space, for the assurance 
of divine protection and consequent 
peace of mind come from being in the 


Tight spot at the right moment. This 


does not necessarily mean immunity 
from accident or physical harm at all 
times, fer such things do happen in this 
world to consecrated Christians; but 
when a Christian is bending all his 
thought and energy to fulfill his partic- 
ular task, which God has given him, 
whether it be at a desk, on the platform, 
in travel; or in any other way, he has 
the satisfaction of knowing that he is 
doing the best he can. In the Eleventh 
Psalm David implies that he was being 
tempted to forsake his post of duty and 
he has good answers for several subtle 
temptations. A refreshing rendering of 
the first verse is found in one of the 
best French versions (Segond), which 
being translated reads: “It is in the 
Eternal that I look for a refuge. How 
can you say to me: Flee into your 
mountains like a bird?” That is, “I am 
not going to run away, though I am in 
danger, for my trust is not in flight but 
in God himself, and He is able to pro- 
tect me right where I am.” How often 
God did that very thing for this “man 
after his own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14), and 
how often has He done it for a host of 
other believers since then! But suppose 
we are not rescued? It is better to lose 
our lives doing God’s will than to save 
them, out of it. How dismal a protracted 
old age can be for one who once walked 
with God, as Enoch did, but then has left 


this good way to go his own! When 
David wrote the Eleventh Psalm he 
either was then surrounded by his 
enemies, or remembered what it was like 
to see them actually setting their arrows 
on their bowstrings. But he looked away 
from them to the Lord and remembered 
that “the Lord is in his holy temple, the 
Lord’s throne is in heaven.” He admit- 
ted that “the Lord trieth the righteous: 
but the wicked and him that loveth vio- 
lence his soul hateth.” He foresaw, the 
punishment of the wicked, but con- 
cluded, “for the righteous Lord loveth 
righteousness; his countenance doth be- 
hold the upright.” He never loses sight 
of His own children, though they may 
be fighting lonely battles. In the face 
of danger or difficulty, when we are 
doing our duty, we do not need to be 
like the partridge or the spruce grouse 
which flies off with whirring wings deep 
into the evergreens. We should remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus: “And 
he that taketh not his cross, and fol- 


loweth after me, is not worthy of me.. 


He that findeth his life shal] lose it: and 
he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it” (Matt. 10:38, 39); and Paul's 
stirring challenge, “Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong” (1 Cor. 16:13).—Written before 
the martyrdom of the five missionaries 
in Ecuador. 


“They Loved Not Their Lives . . .” 


By Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and Secretary 


1956. Mrs. Jaeger and I have just 

finished our family worship in the 
reading of the Thirty-third Psalm and 
in prayer. Our great burden tonight is 
—as it has been ever since we heard of 
the tragedy in Ecuador aS Nathaniel 
Saint, James Elliot, Edward McCully, 
Peter Fleming, and Roger Youderian 


T’ IS Friday evening, January 13, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the Lord is faithful, who 
shall stablish you, and keep you 
from evil” (2 Thess. 3:3). 




















sought to make contact with the sav- 
age Auca Indians in order to tell them 
of the redeeming love of God—the com- 
mitment of the young widows and their 
children, and their loved ones, into the 
loving hands of God. Thousands of you 
have been doing the same, I am sure. 
This is not to report the details of this 
incident. Very soon there will be pub- 
lished in THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes a 
detailed report covering the plans made 
months before for the expedition. All 
over the world it has been broadcast by 
radio, television, and newspaper, and 
tonight we heard on the television—im- 
mediately following our prayer—of the 
finality of it all in the report of the burial 
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martyrs. 


With this information in hand, we 
called the home of Betty Elliot’s par- 
ents, Dr. and Mrs. Philip E. Howard, Jr. 
We found them—as we have always 
found them during the trials and storms 
of life—calmly resting in the Lord. 
They told us of this cablegram just re- 
ceived from Betty: “Revelation 14:5b. 
Perfect peace, praise.” (The last clause 
of the verse reads, “For they are with- 
out fault before the throne of God.”) 
They also told us of a piece of paper 
found on the seat of the plane with 
these words on it, “Quit you like men, 
be strong.” Surely, only the grace of 
God could produce this courage in the 
lives of those facing such calamity. 


There will be a great material need 
for these precious young widows and 
their children. Undoubtedly all of our 
readers have been touched by this 
dreadful event, and will desire to have 
some opportunity of assisting in the 
supply of needs for the families left. 


May those who read this be inspired 
by this significant event in the history 
of the Church to a more consecrated 
life, and a fearless witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let us pray that the Lord 
will thrust out other men to fill the 
ranks, and that this incident may be the 
death knell of Satan’s control of the 
Aucas, and that soon we shall hear of 
a witness penetrating that savage tribe. 


_ Eprror’s Norte 


Since Mr. Jaeger wrote this brief ar- 
ticle, the world has’heard the broadcast 
from HCJB of the Memorial Service 
held in Quito, Ecuador, at 10.30 p.m., 
Sunday evening, January 15. At that 
time Dr. Clarence Jones, director of the 
Voice of the Andes, made the announce- 
ment that a trust fund has been estab- 
lished for the purpose of receiving funds 
for the five young widows and their chil- 
dren. It will be called “The Five Mis- 
sionary Martyrs Trust Fund,” and gifts 
may be sent to the Fund at Box 385, 
Washington, D. C. The members of the 
committee administering this fund are 
President V. Raymond Edman, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill; Dr. Clyde W. 
Taylor, executive secretary of the Evan- 
gelical Foreign Missions Association; and 
Lieutenant General William K. Harrison, 
Jr., Commander-in-Chief of the Carib- 
bean Command. 

As Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times is not 
a newspaper, and does not have the 
facilities of the secular press or radio 
or television networks for obtaining all 
the news quickly, and since the main 
facts concerning the tragedy in Ecua- 
dor have been made known so widely, 
no further attempt will be made in this 
issue to tell the story. But the Editor 
has just received the complete story 
from Abe Van Der Puy of HCJB (as 
this issue goes to press), and it will be 


of these twentieth century Christian 
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published in next week’s issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times. 

Already the sacrifice of Nathaniel Saint, 
Peter Fleming, Edward McCully, Roger 
Youderian, and James Elliot is stirring 
the hearts of people everywhere and 
stimulating Christians to fresh conse- 
cration to the Lord. In the Bible Prot- 
estant Church in Moorestown, N. J., 
where Betty was a member for some 
years before she associated herself with 
the Assemblies (or Brethren), on Sun- 
day morning, January 15, Pastor J. N. 
McCoy preached on Revelation 14:5. At 
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the close of the service he asked the con- 
gregation to sing “Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord!” made a serious, unemotional ap- 
peal for young people to yield their 
lives to the Lord, and twenty came for- 
ward—nine young men and boys and 
eleven young women and girls. Similar 
reports are also coming in from other 
churches, 

Thus we are just beginning to see a 
fulfillment of this word: “Surely the 
wrath of man shall praise thee: the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain” 
(Psa. 76:10). 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Did Luke See Jesus Christ? 


Would be very much pleased to have 
your statement in “Notes on Open 
Letters”: Does the Bible teach that 
Luke was personally acquainted with 
our Lord? Are there different opinions 
in regard’ to this? Read THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo, Trmes with joy and profit for 
several years.—A Kentucky reader. 


The Bible does not tell us plainly 
whether or not Luke knew the Lord 
Jesus Christ as a man on earth, and 
there are different opinions on this ques- 
tion. The following are quotations from 
several scholarly writers: 

“The book [the Gospel of Luke], how- 
ever, is, like The Acts, a careful and 
systematic presentation of the life of the 
Founder of Christianity. Luke also ex- 
pressly disclaims personal acquaintance 
with Jesus, and bases his work on the tes- 
timony of eyewitnesses (apostles) whose 
reports he had accurately studied.”—A 
Dictionary of the Bible, by John D. 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. The writer 
of the article in the Davis Dictionary 
(signed G. T. P.) does not give specific 
Scripture for this statement and does 
not explain it further. 

“The clear implication of Luke 1:2 is 
that Luke himself was not an eyewit- 
ness of the ministry of Jests.”—The In- 
ternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 

“It has been often supposed, but can- 
not be proven, that he was one of the 
seventy disciples, and one of the two 
travellers to Emmaus, whose history he 
has so touchingly narrated. . . . He has 
been supposed, and not without reason, 
to have been the brother ‘whose praise 
was in the gospel throughout all the 
churches,’ and of whom it is said (2 Cor. 
8:18), that he was sent to Corinth with 
Titus, to make the collection there for 
the poor saints at Jerusalem. At all 
events, he was, during Paul’s life, not 
only his fellow-traveller, but also his 
fellow-laborer; and there is no doubt 
that he would continue, after the death 
of the great Apostle, to be both zealous 
and active in the cause of the kingdom 
of God.”—J. J. Van Oosterzee, D.D., in 
Lange’s Commentary. 

“Luke’s insistence upon and striving 


after strict accuracy in his testimony re- 
garding the life of Jesus Christ, whom 
he never saw, is perhaps another evi- 
dence of his scientific training in medi- 
cal practise . . ."—Medical Men in the 
Time of Christ, by Robert N. Willson, 
M.D. (Sunday School Times Co., 1910; 
out of print.) Dr. Willson does not 
explain why he takes this position. 
““As to Luke himself: his name (Gr. 
Loukas) is probably an abbreviation of 
the Latin Lucanus, Lucilius or Lucius. 
While he was the author of the Acts 
of the Apostles, he does not once name 
himself; and there are only three places 
where his name is found: Col. 4:14; 2 
Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24. . From these and 
the ‘we’ portions of the Acts (16:10-17; 
20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1 to 28:16) we may 
gather all that can be known of Luke. 
We first hear of him at Troas (Acts 16: 
10), and from thence he may be fol- 
lowed through the four ‘we’ sections.” 
—Companion Bible, 

“Dr. Whitby thinks that there is noth- 
ing certain to the contrary, and that 
therefdre it is probable that he was one 
of the seventy disciples, and a follower 
of Christ when he was here upon earth; 
and, if so, he was a native Israelite. I 
see not what can be objected against 
this, except some uncertain traditions 
of the ancients, which we can build 
nothing upon, and against which may 
be opposed the testimonies of Origen 


-and Epiphanius, who both say that he 


was one of the seventy disciples. He is 
supposed to have written this gospel 
when he was associated with St. Paul 
in his travels, and by direction from 
him: and some think that this is the 
brother whom Paul speaks of (2 Cor. 
8:18), whose praise is in the gospel 
throughout all the churches of Christ; 
as if the meaning of it were, that he was 
celebrated in all the churches for writ- 
ing this gospel; and that St. Paul means 
this when he speaks sometimes of his 
gospel, as Romans 2:16. But there is no 
ground at all for this."—-Matthew Henry. 


Silence, stillness, and solitude develop 
serenity and joy in God.—Keswick Cal- 
endar. 





Lesson for February 12 


IV. Pope, Prelate, or Presbyter? 


How the King of England got the title 
“Defender of the Faith” 


T= Anglican Reformers of Eng- 
land, like those of Germany, wanted 
to preserve the best of the medieval 
religious heritage. They were willing 
to retain al] that was not contrary to 
Scripture; the Calvinists would only use 
that for which they could find a direct 
warrant in the Bible. For this reason, 
both the Lutheran and the Anglican 
churches retained more of the vestments, 
liturgy, and practices of the past. 

The Lollard emphasis upon the author- 
ity of the Bible and upon personal re- 
ligion helped to prepare the way for 
the English Reformation even though 
the Lollards had been forced to operate 
as a religious underground movement 
since 1401. Oxford reformers, such as 
John Colet, the godly dean of St. Paul's 
Church, developed and applied the 
meaning of Paul's Letters to the lives of 
his parishioners. Luther’s writings, such 
as the “Babylonian Captivity,” had cir- 
culated in England to such good effect 
that Henry VIII as a loyal son of the 
church took the responsibility of answer- 
ing Luther’s argument against the sacra- 
ments in his “Defence of the Seven 
Sacraments.” ‘The grateful pope gave 
him the title “Defender of the Faith,” 
a title which Protestant English rulers 
still use. The English were also expe- 
riencing a wave of nationalism which 
made them resentful of papal taxation, 
church courts, and the ownership by the 
church of much fine land in England. 


The Divorces of Henry VIII 

The occasion which crystallized the 
above causes for change into action was 
the desire of Henry VIII to have a male 
heir. In order that he might not lose 
the dowry which Catherine, the Span- 
ish princess, brought with her when she 
married his son Arthur, Henry VII after 
Arthur’s death married her to his other 
son, Henry (VIII), after obtaining the 
necessary papal dispensation because 
such a marriage to a brother’s widow 
was contrary to canon law. Because 
they had had only a daughter, Mary, 
and because Henry had fallen in love 
with the charming Anne Boleyn, he 
wanted a divorce. At first Henry tried 
to get a divorce from Pope Clement VII, 
but that pope was in the power of Cath- 
erine’s nephew, the influential Charles 
V of Spain. Henry then sought lay sup- 
port through Parliament which would 
make the church in England a national 
church. After some preliminary activity 
the Reformation Parliament passed the 
Act of Supremacy in 1534 in which 
Henry was said to be “the only supreme 
head on earth of the Church of Eng- 
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As we are free to worship in this 
land in the churches of our choice, 
without molestation, we generally 
have little conception of the mental 
anguish and physical violence suf- 
fered by our English and European 
forefathers to secure for us this 
great privilege. In this fourth article 
of his series of five on the Reforma- 
tion, Dr. Cairns tells of the struggles 
in England between Protestantism 
and Catholicism and of the drastic 
measures to which the Romanists 
resorted to attain their ends. Dr. 
Cairns’ articles, which will be con- 
cluded in two weeks, should make 
us more thankful for the religious 
liberty we have in the United States 
of America. 








land.” The clergy of what was now an 
English Catholic church gave Henry the 
divorce he desired. Soon after his mar- 
riage to Anne, a daughter, Elizabeth, 
was born. Henry divorced Anne and 
married Jane Seymour, who bore him 
the long-desired son, the future Edward 
VI. 

The Six Articles of 1539 prove that 
this was only an ecclesiastical break 
which made Henry rather than the pope 
the head of the church in England. 
These articles reasserted papal dogmas, 
such as transubstantiation and oral con- 
fession to the priest. His only concession 
to Protestantism was to order the publi- 
cation of the Great Bible in 1539. In or- 
der to bind the middle class more closely 
to this settlement Henry closed the mon- 
asteries and confiscated their wealth. It 
was used to reward his middle class sup- 
porters in the break with Rome, to found 
colleges, and to eugment his own income. 

His young son, Edward, ruled only 
from 1547 to 1553, but the real Protes- 
tant Reformation came in his reign. 
Services were conducted in English in- 
stead of Latin. Cranmer, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, drew up a “Book of Com- 
mon Prayer” in 1549. The revision of 
1552, with minor changes, is still in use in 
the Anglican Church. He also helped to 
formulate the Forty-Two Articles, a 
Protestant creed for the church. 

When ‘Henry’s daughter, Mary, the 
child of his marriage to Catherine, took 
the throne she determined to restore 
the Roman Catholic faith. Her Parlia- 
ment approved the restoration of the 
pope’s authority, but it refused to re- 
store the confiscated monastic lands. 
Her marriage to Philip II of Spain made 
her unpopular with the people of Eng- 
land, and the burning at the stake of 
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nearly three hundred martyrs, including 
about fifty women, for their Protestant 
faith convinced most Englishmen that 
they would sooner be Protestants than 
Roman Catholics. : 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Anne, de- 
cided that the English people did not 
want extremes, so she supported a mod- 
erate religious settlement. An Act of 
Supremacy in 1559 tempered that of 1534 
by the assertion that the queen was “the 
only supreme governor of this realm.” 
The Forty-Two Articles became the 
Thirty-Nine Articles by the deletion of 
some articles and the addition of others. 
This was a moderately Calvinistic state- 
ment which, with minor changes, is still 
the doctrinal platform of the Episcopal 
churches of England, the British -Com- 
monwealth, and the United States. 

Pius V excommunicated Elizabeth and 
freed her subjects from allegiance to her. 
He also supported the creation of a 
school at Douai where the Jesuits could 
train priests who could slip into England 
to minister secretly to the faithful, 
Philip II of Spain also built the mighty 
Spanish Armada to invade England. The 
smaller, faster English ships, led by 
Drake, destroyed most of this proud fleet 
in 1588. England was now free to have 
prelacy (government by bishops) rather 


than popery. 


Puritan Aims 

After 1560 the problem of Puritanism 
arose to plague Elizabeth and her suc- 
cessors. The Puritans wanted to purify 
the church of what seemed to them to 
be the remnants of Romanism. They 
wanted the clergy to use simpler vest- 
ments in the service, to stop the use of 
the sign of the cross, and to give up other 
rites which seemed to be papal hang- 
overs. They also believed in Keeping 
the Sabbath strictly. They desired to 
replace the Episcqpal state church with 
either a Presbyterian or Congregational 
state church. 

Thomas Cartwright (1535-1603), a 
Puritan professor of Cambridge, pro- 
posed that the bishops should be re- 
placed by presbyteries, made up of elders 
from each congregation. He also wanted 
to make the Thirty-Nine Articles more 
Calvinistic. Thus he laid the foundation 
for the Presbyterianism which became 
so influential during the English Civil 
Wars (1642-1648). 

Other Puritans, led by Henry Jacob 
(1563-1624), wanted to create a congre- 
gational state church so that each con- 
gregation would be a sovereign unit in 
the state church. His followers adopted 
the Savoy Declaration, a Calvinistic 
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statement of faith, in 1638. Jacob along 
with others is the spiritual ancestor of 
the congregational churches of England 
and this land. 

Still other Separatist Puritans took a 
more extreme position and argued for 
the complete separation of each congre- 
gation from other congregations and the 
state church. Robert Browne, who later 
returned to the Anglican Church, wrote 
in 1582 that Christians were to be linked 
with Christ and one another by a spir- 
itual covenant and were to be free to 
choose their own officers. Several con- 
gregations of these Separatist Puritans 
appeared near the end of Elizabeth’s 
reign. 

One such congregation in Gainsbor- 
ough was forced to flee to Holland. Their 
leader, John Smyth, under the influence 
of the Mennonites baptized himself and 
others by affusion (pouring). Some of 
his followers, under the leadership of 
Thomas Helwys and John Murton, re- 
turned to England about 1612 and or- 
ganized the first English Baptist Church. 
These General Baptists, as they were 
known, adopted the Arminian doctrines 
with which they had become familiar 
in Holland. A schism from the Congre- 
gational Church of Henry Jacob in 1633 
resulted in the founding of the Particu- 
lar Baptist Church which held to Cal- 
vinistic doctrine and to baptism by im- 
mersion. Both the Particular and General 
Baptists united finally in 1891 in the 
Baptist Union of England. From these 
humble beginnings came the Baptist 
churches of England, and, through Roger 
Williams, those of America. 

The Separatist Congregation in 
Scrooby also fled to Holland. Fearing 
absorption into the Dutch population, 
several migrated after a brief stay in 
England to America in the Mayflower 
in 1620. They settled at Plymouth and 
founded the first Congregational Church 
in America. In 1628 another group 
landed at Salem and chose John Endi- 
eott as their governor. Influenced by 
Samuel Fuller, a helpful physician from 
Plymouth, they organized a congrega- 
tional church also. Twenty thousand 
other Puritans came to New England 
between 1628 and 1640 when Charles I 
ruled England autocratically without a 
Parliament. 

Back in England James VI of Scotland 
became also James I of England when 
Elizabeth died in 1603. The Puritans 
thought that this king from Calvinistic 
Presbyterian Scotland would surely set 
up a Presbyterian state church in Eng- 
land. James, who believed that elders 
and monarchy got along as well as “God 
and the devil” favored the Anglican 
system. He did permit a group to make 
a new translation of the Bible, the King 
James Bible, which was completed in 
1611, and which is still widely used 
among English-speaking Christians. 

When James’ son, Charles (I) became 
king in 1625, he followed his father so 
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well that from 1628 to 1640 he ruled 
autocratically without a Parliament. It 
was in this era that some Puritans, de- 
spairing of better days, migrated to the 
Caribbean and New England areas. 
When Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
tried to force a prayer book and bishops 
upon the Scotch, they revolted and twice 
invaded England. Charles was forced to 
call the so-called Long Parliament (1640- 
1660) to get money. It severely limited 
the king’s power over courts, finances, and 
legislation, but could not agree on how 
to settle the religious issue. The An- 


‘licans left Parliament, and England was 


plunged into several years of civil war 
which ended, because of the superior 
military ability of Oliver Cromwell, with 
the execution of Charles in 1649. 


The Puritan Parliament called the 
Westminster Assembly to advise it on 
a religious settlement. Between 1643 and 
1648 that Assembly drew up a Calvin- 
istic Confession of Faith, the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms, the Form of Gov- 
ernment, the Book of Discipline, and 
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the Directory of Worship. These docu- 
ments are the constitution of the major 
Presbyterian denominations of America, 
and that of the short-lived Presbyterian 
state church of England in the days of 
Cromwell. During the Cromwellian Era 
(1649-1660) and the Restoration of the 
Stuarts to the throne after 1660, Puri- 
tanism died out as a formal movement, 
but its spirit was carried on by the Dis- 
senting or Nonconformist churches of 
England. ' 

The period between Elizabeth’s ascen- 
sion to the throne in 1558 and the Stuart 
Restoration in 1660 was vital for the de- 
velopment of the Anglican state church 
and the dissenting Presbyterian, Con- 
gregational, and Baptist ¢hurches of 
England. This was also an important 
era for American Christianity, because 
these churches in England were trans- 
planted to America by emigrants from 
England. We can be grateful indeed for 
the courage and faith of these our sev- 
enteenth century spiritua] ancestors. 


(To be concluded) 


XIII. Things a Christian Should Know 


The grounds of his salvation 


CHRISTIAN should know the 

grounds for his salvation. Only as 
we understand and count on this can 
we have the certainty and assurance 
in our hearts that we must have in these 
days that are so full of strain and of 
uncertainty for nearly all of us. 

The Scripture is found in the First 
Epistle of Peter and the first chapter. 
Verses 18 to 21 read like this: “Knowing 
that ye were redeemed, not with cor- 
ruptible things, with silver or gold, from 
your vain manner of life handed down 
from your fathers; but with pre- 
cious blood, as of a lamb without blem- 
ish and without spot, even the blood of 
Christ: who was foreknown indeed be- 
fore the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested at the end of the times for 
your sake, who through him are be- 
lievers in God” (A.S.V.). 

In these verses and the preceding ones, 
the Apostle Peter is talking about Chris- 
tian living in various phases. He men- 
tions first of all its goal when he says, 
“Set your hope perfectly on the grace 
that is to be brought*unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ” (v. 13). That 
is the great event to which we are to 
look forward and which will set the 
pattern for our daily living to the glory 
of God. Then Peter tells of the process, 
which is a twofold one, namely, “Not 
fashioning yourselves according to your 
former lusts in the time of your igno- 
rance” (v. 14). That is, you will not 
keep on living in the way you used to 
live before you came into contact with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but, “Be ye holy 
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in all manner of conversation [living]; 
because it is written, Be ye holy; for 
I am holy” (vs. 15, 16, K.J.V.). We are 
to live a life of holiness which alone is 
pleasing to the Holy God, who in His 
mercy has called us and made us His 
own. 

Then we come to the basis of it all, 
which is also the basis of our salvation, 
and these are the words that I want to 
bring to you in a special way at this 
time, “Knowing that ye were redeemed” 
(v. 18). That is the fact. We should 
know that we are redeemed. Unless 
and until we know that, we cannot have 
any certainty about our past, our pres- 
ent, or our future. Unless we know that 
we have been redeemed, our past will 
always haunt us with its long record of 
mistakes, of sins, and of failures. Un- 
less we know that we have been re- 
deemed, we cannot know where_ we 
stand today in the sight of God, and 
what our relationship to Him is. When 
that is so, we have neither certainty 
nor conviction as to whether or not we 
have the right to pray, and whether 
there is any likelihood of God’s hearing 
us, much less answering us. In the same 
way, if we do not know that we have 
been redeemed, we can have absolutely 
no assurance concerning our future, 
whether in this world or in the world 
to come. Our whole eternal destiny 
hangs on the question as to whether or 
not we have come into that relationship 
with God that in itself guarantees that 
He will see to it that our future home 
is with Himself in Heaven, 
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Redeemed means being brought out 
from under the power or authority of 
another through the payment of a price. 
Inasmuch as, on account of our sins, we 
have come under the power and the 
condemnation of sin, we can do nothing 
of ourselves to relieve ourselves from 
that authority and to deliver ourselves 
from its doom that inevitably rests 
upon us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, as Peter writes 
later on in this same Epistle, “bare our 
sins in his body on the tree, that we, 
having died unto sins, might live unto 
righteousness” (1 Pet. 2:24). Then Peter 
reminds us from what we have been de- 
livered. He writes (1 Pet. 1:18), “From 
your vain manner of life handed down 
from your fathers.” The word “vain,” 
as used here, means that the life that we 
lived never came into contact with real- 
ity, for it never came into contact with 
God. We were living a sort of dream life, 
quite out of touch with reality. Those 
things with which we were most famil- 
iar were things that are all swiftly pass- 
ing away and will soon be entirely for- 
gotten. We were blind to the great 
realities of God and eternal life in fellow- 
ship with Him. We were like blind men, 
groping for reality but never finding it, 
until the Lord Jesus Christ found us and, 
for the first time, we became God-con- 
scious and realized that a strangely pro- 
found relationship had sprung up be- 
tween us and Him that had completely 
changed our whole outlook on life and, 
our attitudes to practically every im- 
portant matter. . 

What was the basis for this sudden 
change in us? It lies in the fact that, 
when we were redeemed, we were 
bought “not with corruptible things, 
with silver or gold,” but “with precious 
blood, . . . even the blood of Christ.” 
As I mentioned earlier, redemption al- 
ways involves the payment of a price 
to bring some one or some thing out 
from under the authority of another, and 
it must always be paid by another. It 
was paid for us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Moreover, the payment _was 
made, not with those things that can be 
tarnished and become unclean; not with 
things that have no life in themselves, 
and therefore are utterly unable to im- 
part life to others. We were redeemed, 
not with this sort- of thing, but with 
the blood of Christ. 

This expression at once brings before 
us the fact that the cost of our redemp- 
tion was infinitely high. It cost the life 
of the eternal Son of God, who was 
made an eternal sacrifice for us. The 
life is in the blood and His life was the 
greatest gift that even the Lord Him- 
self could make for us and on our be- 
half. Not only was it absolutely incor- 
ruptible, for it is eternal, but it is also 
life-giving. It imparts to everyone who 
accepts Him the eternal life that was 
His and that He made available to all 
who would believe, through His death. 
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The glory of His person is referred to in 
the phrase, “Who was foreknown indeed 
before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifested at the end of the times 
for your sake, who through him are be- 
lievers in God” (vs. 20, 21). This mani- 
festation speaks to us of His incarna- 
tion—that is, taking upon Himself human 
form and then the atoning death on the 
cross, through which the way was 
opened for us to be brought back into 
harmony with God. 

This is the basis for our salvation and 
also the basis for our Christian living. 
The basis lies in the fact that there has 
been carried out a tremendous transac- 
tion for us between the Father and the 
Son, whereby the Son of God, eternal 
and glorious in His person, took upon 
Himself the payment of the claims of 
God’s justice for the broken law, that 
we might be delivered from the bondage 
and the power of sin, and made over 
into the glorious likeness of the Son 
of God and live to His glory. It is a 
wonderful basis, and, as we rest our 
faith in it and personally apply it to 
our -own hearts and lives, we shall in- 
deed be steadfast in the faith and will 
grow in grace. 

It is often at this point that people 
fail. While they are willing to admit 
the historical fact of the cross and of 
the person, the death, and the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ, they fail 
to make a personal application of it to 
their own lives. They are like the man 
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who has a large sum of money deposited 
to his account in the bank, but who 
never has the faith to go down there, 
write a check, and draw out at least 
some of it for his own use and enjoy- 
ment. Instead, he pines away in want 
and poverty because he fails to make 
use of what is his for the asking. Let 
me ask you who are reading this, Have 
you really come face to face with the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Have you had a 
personal transaction with Him whereby, 
by faith, you have admitted Him into 
your heart and in the same way have 
surrendered your life to Him for time 
and for eternity? This is the supreme 
question and the one upon which our 
eternal destinies must hang. If we have 
accepted Him, then the outlook is glo- 
rious and absolutely sure, because He 
has promised it and guaranteed our eter- 
nal salvation with His own life. If, 
however, we have failed to do so, the 
only certainty that lies ahead is that 
of doom. 

Our loving, Heavenly Father, again 
we praise Thee for the glorious fact 
of our redemption through the death 
of Thy Son our Saviour. Enable us, 
we pray, to rest in the knowledge 
of that great transaction on our be- 
half, and to live in the confidence 
that is the right of all who have 
been redeemed by Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in whose name we ask it. 
Amen. 

(To be continued) 


How an Arkansas layman helps to reclaim abandoned 
churches and prepares the way for home missionaries 


TRUCK loaded with a miniature 

church house, its spire rising above 
the cab of the truck; slowly wound its 
way up a steep mountain, around hair- 
pin curves, over sharp ledges, and came 
at last to stop on a ledge overlooking 
King’s River in northwest Arkansas. A 
stranger standing nearby and looking 
toward the rear of the truck might have 
read in the moonlight, for it was night, 
the words, “There.Goes Tripp” painted 
on the endgate. 

Obeying a sudden impulse, Charles L. 
Tripp, the driver and sole occupant, 
turned on a record player and sat lis- 
tening to the voice of George Beverly 
Shea singing, “I’d Rather Have Jesus.” 
After a time, Mr. Tripp became aware 
that he was not alone. An old man 
had come to stand near the truck, an 
old man who lived nearby, whose curi- 
osity had led him to find out if the music 
that had aroused him from slumber was 
that of an angel announcing Christ’s 
return, or was just part of a dream. 


At the close of the song Mr. Tripp 
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spoke. “Good evening. 
joy the music?” 

The old man drew nearer the truck. 
“Yes, sir. But if you don’t mind my 
Saying so, it’s pretty late for music; 
around ten or ‘leven o’clock, must be.” 

"| guess it does seem a little odd at 
that,” laughed Mr. Tripp. “I just got 
to wondering how music would sound 
up here in these mountains and turned 
on the record player to find out. Sorry 
if I disturbed you.” 

“Oh, that’s all right,” the man hastened 
to say. “I’m a lover of music, good old 
hymns. I like. your Gospel wagon.” 

“A lot of old people—shut-ins that 
have to stay in bed—get a chance to hear 
the hymns on my record player as I 
drive up to their house or go past. Some 
of them never get a chance to attend 
church any more.” 

“Is that ‘what you have been doing 
today?” the old fellow asked curiously. 

“Not exactly. I have been to a rural 
church sixty miles or more from Spring- 


Did you en- 
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dale, my home town, to help in a meet- 
ing.” 

“Oh, so you’re a preacher?” 

“No, I’m just a Baptist layman attempt- 
ing to serve Christ by going out every 
Sunday to some rural schoolhouse or 
church to services. I read Scripture, 
have a prayer, then maybe make a few 
comments on the Scripture. If there is 
no piano, I just turn on my record player 
to some good old hymns.” 

“Anybody else workin’ with you?” 

“Yes, after I get the work started some 
Baptist missionaries, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Leake, come and help me establish the 
work, organizing a Sunday school and 
maybe a church. Of course, they hold 
a revival first and get acquainted with 
all the people in the community.” 

In the conversation that followed, Mr. 
Tripp, Charley to friends, learned that 
the old man was a Christian, and that 
he, like so many other mountaineers, 
was hungry for the Gospel as he had 
heard it years ago when he attended 
church with his parents. 

“These yellow buses come and take 
our kids off to the city schools and get 
them to thinking we can’t have meetings 
of any sort here in our own community. 
So, naturally, our old schoolhouses just 
stay empty and finally rot down,” the 
old fellow said sadly. Then, for fear 
he might be misuunderstood, he has- 
tened. to add, “Now, mind you, I’m not 
against education; could use a little more 
of it myself.” 

Mr. Tripp nodded his head. “I under- 
stand. There is just no community life 
any more, That’s one reason why I 
drive many miles over these mountains 
on Sunday. I am trying to get country 
people to see that they can tear down the 
‘For Sale’ signs posted on deserted 
schoolhouses and even church houses, 
and have meetings of their own—Sun- 
day school, church, civic, and grange. 
Sometimes it means the repair of the 
old house and maybe a paint job.” 

“Now you are talking. But getting 
somebody to do the work. Do you go 
and fix up the building yourself?” 

“Oh, not all of it. I am a carpenter, 
though. I sometimes furnish most of 
the paint and get help from the people 
living in the community.” 

The old fellow considered this a mo- 
ment. “Then maybe you could come to 
Blue Mountain sometime. It’s just an 
old schoolhouse and needs a lot of work 
done on it, but some of us could help 
you. You think maybe it. could be ar- 
ranged?” he asked hopefully. 

“Yes, I'm sure it could. The Leakes, 
the missionaries I told you about, would 
be happy to come with me some Sun- 
day.” 

“Then that would sure be fine,” the 
old man said happily. “We’ll be—” his 
voice suddenly stopped. “On second 
thought, the old house isn’t wired for 
‘lectricity. So I guess we'll have to give 
up the idea of a meeting.” 
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“I have a solution for that problem, 
too. In this truck is a dynamo that I 
use to light a building when there is no 
electricity. So, you can look for us one 
of these days,” Charley said, as he 
started the engine of the truck. 

“We'll be seeing you, then,” the old fel- 
low said as the truck moved off the 
ledge to the pavement. 





Casting about for some way to serve 
Christ, after joining a church, Mr. Tripp 
decided that religious life in rural 
America was disappearing. He began 
going to abandoned school and church 
houses, even taking along a hammer and 
nails to make repairs on the buildings. 
But it was a harder task to get people 
to come to worship once these houses 
were in condition for worship. Yet 
Charley did it with constant visitation 
and, of course, prayer. 

The name Barnabas has been given 
this missionary by the Rev. Mr. Leake, 
because there is scarcely a church or 
schoolhouse within the radius of sixty 
miles that has not been visited by 
Charley in an effort to prepare the way 
for the coming of the Leakes. 

Charley is not easily discouraged when 
the attendance is low in these rural 
churches. Once though he had to give 
up a mission because the old truck re- 
fused to swim high water in a creek, 
and there was simply no other way of 
crossing. “I’m a Baptist and therefore 
not afraid of water, but that creek had 
me bested,” Charley laughingly ad- 
mitted. 

When there is no musical instrument 
at the church or someone to “hist a 
tune,” Charley uses his record changer 
to play well-known hymns, of which 
he has a great number. Of course dur- 
ing a revival a piano is used, a piano 
which was donated to the Leakes by the 
First Baptist Church in Springdale and 
which Charley loads onto his truck and 
hauls to the place it is needed. Mrs. 
Leake, an excellent pianist, makes good 
use of the instrument, and, when there 
is no song leader, leads the singing, too. 

In his visits to rural homes, Mr. Tripp 
has observed that there is a better at- 
tendance at church if the individual has 
Suitable clothing. So a portion of 
Charley’s time is given over to the col- 
lecting and distributing of clothing. He 
has built bins in his garage at home 
and in the miniature church. Poles, 
built to reach from side to side in the 
little church, hold suits, dresses, and 
coats. “I give away a thousand garments 
a month,” Charley says. 

Where do all these garments ‘come 
from? Much of it is sent to the Leakes 
by friends in Texas and Arkansas. Many 
of the larger packages come from 
churches maintaining a missionary pro- 
gram for these three missionaries. 

Charley has his own ideas and methods 
of getting people to attend church and 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska in 1956 


& ILL there be another Christian 
Fellowship Tour to Alaska next 
summer?” SuNnDAY ScHOOL TIMEs read- 
ers have been asking. There will indeed 
be another such tour. It will be the 
seventeenth tour to Alaska that THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TrMeEs has sponsored, in 
co-operation with the Northern Pacific 
Railway Company. While some minor 
details have not yet been fully com- 
pleted, it can now be announced that 
the Alaska Tour will leave Chicago on 
Monday night, July 2, returning to Chi- 
cago about Friday, July 27. It will in- 
clude a full three-day stay in Glacier 
National Park and Waterton Lakes Park, 
which has come to be known as “Inter- 
national Peace Park,” often referred to 
as the land of 1,001 new sights a day. 
There will be overnight stops at Glacier 
Park Hotel, Prince of Wales Hotel in 
Canada, and Many Glacier Hotel, each 
of which has its own particular charm, 
with spacious and modern accommoda- 
tions in a glorious mountain setting. 

After leaving Glacier Park the party 
will journey on by rail to Seattle, 
and, before starting northward, will take 
time for a bus trip to Mt. Rainier, stay- 
ing overnight at the famous Paradise 
Inn, high on one of the shoulders of 
this majestic mountain. 

Returning to Seattle for an overnight 
stay at the new Washington Hotel, the 
group will then move on to Vancouver, 
B. C., where they will board the SS. 
Chilcotin for a nine-day cruise, by way 
of the Inside Passage, to Alaska. There 
will be stops at such British Columbia 
ports as Prince Rupert, Butedale, and 
Ocean Falls, and the Alaskan towns of 
Ketchikan; Juneau, the capital; Skag- 
way; and Sitka. At Skagway, the party 
will board a trairr of the White Pass 
and Yukon Railroad for a day trip into 
the interior as far as Carcross, returning 
to Skagway and the steamer in the late 
afternoon. 

The return trip on the S.S. Chilcotin 
through the Inside Passage will include 
a daylight cruise in the spectacular 
Gardner Canal, where the majestic scen- 
ery rivals the fiords of Norway; and: an 
overnight stop at Victoria, B. C., said to 
be more British than Britain itself. 

As in other years, this Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour offers a most delightful 
and convenient way to travel with others 
who do those things and enjoy those 
things that would be expected of a 
group of Christians. Carefully planned 
arrangements make for freedom from 
many annoyances and uncertainties in 
travel that individual tourists often en- 
counter. Rail and hotel accommoda- 
tions are all arranged in advance and 
the members of the party are spared 
the bother of having to look after bag- 
gage, tickets, train schedules, and the 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 12. PARABLES ON PRAYER 
Luke 17:20 to 18:17; printed text, 18:1-14, 
Golden Text.—The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.— James 5:16 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, 
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not 
God, neither regarded man: 

3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto 
him, saying, Avenge me gf mine adversary. 

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said 
within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Neverthe- 
less when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth? 


9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others; 

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 
I thank theé, that I am not as other man are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up 
so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner, 

14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other; for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be ° 
exalted. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

OT infrequently our chapter divi- 
N sions (which are not part of the 

inspired record) do us the dis- 
service of separating what ought to be 
united. . In this week’s lesson we have 
a case in point. The first of the two 
parables which constitute our lesson is 
a continuation of the theme developed in 
chapter 17, while the second parable, 
whose only relation to the first is that 
both speak about prayer, breaks new 
ground. The chapter division would be 
much better between these two parables 
than where it is. 

The theme of the latter part of chapter 
17 is the coming again of the Son of man 
—the certainty of the event, the uncer- 
tainty of the time (so far as our knowl- 
edge of it is concerned), the suddenness 
of it, and the solemn separations that 
the event will bring about. The parable 
of the Unjust Judge takes up the théme 
at that point, and indicates that all the 
oppressions of God’s people will in that 
day be equalized by the retributive 
judgments of God. It is in view of this 
certain event that “men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint” (18:1). 

The second parable, that of the Phari- 
see and the Publican, strikes a new note. 
It may not even belong to the same 
sermon. It was elicited by the presence 
of Pharisees, men who were proud of 
their orthodoxy, proud of their moral- 
ity, proud of their religious zeal, intol- 
erably self-sufficient and superior. Their 
outward piety was completely cancelled 
out by the corruption of their hearts, 
Jesus undertook, by means of a parable, 


to show how these men were barring 
themselves from right relation with 
God, while despised sinners were press- 
ing in to the place of reconciliation. No 
doubt Luke was led to bring these two 
together because of the common element 
of prayer in them, and because of the 
warning of judgment implicit in the sec- 
ond parable, 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 18:1.—“. . . a parable .. . that 
men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint.” This parable should be read in 
the light of the latter portion of chapter 
17. It has to do with the meting out 
of judgment at the coming of the Son 
of man, in view of which God’s people 
must not faint in prayer. 

Verse 2.—*. . . a judge, which feared 
not God, néither regarded man.” This 
judge was disqualified on two scores— 
his attitude to God and his attitude to 
man. He was incapable of the true func- 
tions of his high office. 

Verse 3.—“. .. a widow. . . saying, 
Avenge me of mine adversary.” The 
word “avenge” is not to be interpreted 
in a vindictive sense. The widow sought 
only protection from the oppressor, who 
was taking advantage of her helpless- 
ness. 

Verse 4.—“And he would not .. . but 
afterward ... Though I fear not God, 
nor regard man.” The judge’s unwill- 
ingness to reach out a protecting hand 
to a helpless widow revealed his lack 
of interest in justice and equity. See 
how he glories in his godlessness and 
callousness. 


Verse 5.—“. . . I will avenge her, lest 
by her continual coming she weary me.” 
His action in her behalf was purely one 





of self-interest. He took a sadistic delight 
in resisting pleas of need for a time, but 
when those pleas reached the point of 
boredom*he would act to get rid of the 
nuisance. The word translated “weary” 
really means to hit in the face, or to 
beat black and blue. Maclaren suggests 
that the judge may have been exagger- 
ating the situation by way of a joke— 
“Next thing she’ll be bashing my face 
in,” or something to that effect. 

Verse 6—“. . Hear what the unjust 
judge saith.” Here the Lord begins the 
application, which is a contrast between 
the heartlessness of this judge and the 
long-suffering of God. 

Verse 7.—“And shall not God avenge 
his own elect .. . though he bear long 
with them?” This is a difficult verse 
to exegete, but it clearly presents the 
long-suffering of God as the reason for 
His apparent delay in bringing in the 
day of retribution. 


Verse 8.—“. . . he will avenge them 
speedily ... shall he find faith on the 
earth?” “Speedily” does not mean soon, 


but suddenly. The definite article should 
be attached to “faith.” Special refer- 
ence is to the faith concerning the Lord’s 
return ‘and divine judgment. 

Verse 9.4-“, . . this parable unto cer- 
tain which trusted in themselves .. .” 
Notice how these parables are separated, 
not a unit as the three in chapter 15. 
This one is addressed to a particular 
group, doubtless well represented in the 
crowd who listened. 


Verse 10.—“Two men went up into the 
temple to pray ...0a Pharisee...a 
publican.” Here it is a matter of con- 
trast between two men, not between a 
man and God. The Pharisees were 
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strictly religious, while the publicans 
(taxgatherers) were social outcasts, and 
frequently unscrupulous extortionists. 
Verse 11.—“The Pharisee . . . prayed 
thus with himself, God ...I am not as 
other men .. .” While the Pharisee’s 
“prayer” was ostensibly addressed to 
God, it was really an address of con- 
gratulation to himself. In the moral 
sphere he regarded himself as blameless. 


Verse 12—“I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess.” In 
the religious sphere, he went beyond 
the requirement of the Law, multiply- 
ing his fastings from just a few in the 
year to two a week. He was also punc- 
tilious in his tithing. 

Verse 13.—“And the publican . . . God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” Every- 
thing about the publican indicates an 
aroused sense of sin, reSulting in sin- 
cere, humble confession. Note his loca- 
tion—“afar off,” his downcast eyes, his 
smiting of the breast, his frank admis- 
sion, and his only plea—mercy. “Have 
mercy” is a verb related to the idea of 
propitiation or reconciliation. 

Verse 14.—“. . . this man went down to 
his house justified rather than the other 
.. 2’ The man who justified himself 
had. no part in the divine. justification, 
but the man who acknowledged his sin 
and cast himself upon the divine propi- 
tiation was justified. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Several times our attention has been 
drawn to Luke’s ¢mphasis on the subject 
of prayer, both in the teaching and the 
practice of our Lord. We have before 
us today two parables relating to this 
subject. 

The first of these parables, usually 
referred to as the parable of the Unjust 
Judge, teaches us that we are to pray 
persistently in view of the second com- 
ing of Christ when all the wrongs com- 
mitted against God’s people will be 
righted. The parable, with our Lord’s 
own application of it, presents a con- 
trast between a godless, heartless judge, 
who for his own self-interest and com- 
fort finally yielded to the persistent pleas 
of a helpless widow, and a faithful long- 
suffering God who loves His children, 
and will use the wrongs done against 
them for their own good, and then at 
the appointed time suddenly come to 
their deliverance and inflict judgment 
upon their enemies. The parable in- 
dicates that the waiting time’ may be 
long, but because the day of retribution 
is sure, God’s people must not give up. 
The widow of the parable had no such 
encouragement as have the people of 
God. She was dealing with a judge who 
did not care, and she had no certainty 
that he would ever relent. We have 
a God who does care, and who has “ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all men, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. February 5.—Jesus Teaches Grati- 
tude Luke 17:1-19 


Next Week’s Lesson 


19.—Jesus Demands a 
p 3. Luke 18:18 to 19:10 


8. February 
Choice . 








in that he hath raised him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:31). To faint in the face 
of such assurance can be nothing but 
unbelief, 

The second parable is a call to peni- 
tent prayer in view of Calvary. It pre- 
sents a contrast between a man who 
has no conscious need, and who there- 
fore presents himself to God with much 
self-adulation and pride, and a despised 
taxgatherer, who, conscious of his sin 
and knowing that he has no plea save 
a divinely provided propitiation, ex- 
presses his humble penitence in his re- 
tired position, his downcast eye, his 
smiting upon his breast, and his exceed- 
ingly brief prayer. The one man’s hope 
is in himself, and it comes to naught; 
the other man’s hope is expressed in that 
little word “be merciful,” which in the 
Greek points to the divine propitiation. 
His hope is not disappointed, for he goes 
down to his house justified. Thus we 
see that both the cross and the Second 
Advent have their own lessons in prayer 
for us. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Persistent prayer in view of the com- 
ing judgment (Luke 18: 1-8) 

2. Penitent prayer in view of the pro- 
vided propitiation (vs. 9-14) 


Topics for Development 
Comparisons. The two parables of our 
lesson, which probably were not spoken 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is‘ unfortunate about the 
chapter division at Luke 18:1? 

2. To what theme dees the parable of 
the Unjust Judge belong? 

3. What is the link between the two 
parables of our lesson? 

4. Where else in the New Testament 
are these two parables recorded? 

5. What unusual feature is observable 
in the two parables of our lesson? 

6. What is the special contrast in- 
tended to be drawn from the parable 
of the Unjust Judge? 

7. What is the contrast drawn in the 
parable of the Pharisee and the Publi- 
can? 

8. What: quality of prayer is encour- 
aged in the first of our two parables? 

9. What quality of prayer is taught 
in our second parable? 

10. What was the motive of the un- 
just judge in avenging the widow? 

(Answers on page 79) 
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at the same time, have not been brought 
together in Luke’s Gospel without pur- 
pose. We may mention a few items 
which make their standing together suit- 
able. (1) To each is attached an in- 
troduction which indicates its specific 
purpose (vs. 1,9). (2) They both speak 
of prayer, the first exhorting to persis- 
tent prayer, the second calling to peni- 
tent prayer. (3) They both present a 
contrast. The first gives a contrast be- 
tween an unworthy judge who cared for 
neither God nor man and our faithful 
Icng-suffering God. The second depicts 
an outwardly good man who was lost, . 
as over against an outwardly bad man 
who was saved, because the first trusted 
in his own righteousness and the second 
repented and trusted in the mercy of 
God. (4) In each parable the one on top 
came down and the one beneath came 
up. 

Characters. Some writers are adept at 
painting characters. Probably the two 
outstanding writers in this respect in all 
English literature are Charles Dickens 
and John Bunyan, but of all the painters 
of character none can equal our Lord 
Jesus, and He always does it with a few 
master strokes. Take His picture of the 
unjust judge: he is presented as one 
who feared not, God neither regarded 
man. That would seem to be complete 
in itself, but our Lord deepens the lines 
by showing to us a man who not only 
knows that he is godless and heartless, 
but actually boasts about it. There is 
still another touch, colorful and lurid. 
This man is not without his sense of 
humor. To justify changing his course, 
he exaggerates the situation. If we are 
to accept the picture in the word which 
he uses, he would seem to have said 
something like this. “This woman is 
getting worse and worse. Next thing she 
will go from words to punches, and be- 
fore you know it she will be giving me 
a beating up. I reckon we had better 
get rid of her.” Not that he had any 
idea that she would take to physical 
force, but it was his way of getting him- 
self out of an embarrassing situation. 


Practical Applications 

Prayer is the grand “specific” against 
fainting. So long as you pray, you will 
not faint. As soon as you stop praying, 
you will faint. 

The chief requisites for the office of 
judge are the fear of God and regard 
for human welfare. By these every can- 
didate for this office should be tested. 

A man who is both godless and in- 
human has sunk very low, but one who 
knows himself to be such, and boasts 
of it, has touched bottom. 

Telling God how good you are is poor 
praying. If it is true (?), He knows 
it without your telling Him, and if it 
is not true, your telling Him will not 
convince Him. 

The honest confession of the penitent 
sinner is precious to God, not because 
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He delights in sin, but because He de- 
lights to forgive, 


Golden Text 

James 5:16.—“The effectual fervent 
prayer Of a righteous man availeth 
much.” A heart right with God, and a 
heart on fire for God, will go out in 
prayer to God, with tremendous results. 
Witness Elijah (vs, 17, 18). 

ELMuuRST, ILL. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNsS 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
“Keep on Praying” 

“Years I Spent in Vanity and Pride” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, to whose goodness 
and mercy we owe so much, fill our 
hearts with love and praise for all Thy 
kindness toward us. We have not feared 
Thee, nor loved and served Thee as we 
ought. Forgive us, Father. Create in 
us clean hearts and renew a right spirit 
within us, every one. Bless this lesson 
on prayer to us and to all who study it 
today. Give us trustful hearts, lest we 
cease to pray through unbelief; and 
lowly hearts, lest we ruin prayer by 
pride. Spread the knowledge of the 
Saviour to all men. Support those who 
are in trouble as they seek Thy mercy. 
Turn the sinful to repentance, and re- 
vive Thine own people that they may 
live Christ-honoring lives always. Guide 
our rulers, guard our land, and give the 
nations peace founded on justice. Hear 
all that we ask for our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The first parable 
of this lesson tells us always to pray. 
We are not to faint, or lose heart and 
give up. Someone has said that when 
we faint we fall back on nothing, but 
when we pray we fal] back on God. He 
who prays on has God for his support 
all through the time he waits for a long 
delayed answer. But he who loses heart 
and stops praying gives up God and loses 
the very support he most needs while 
God is working out an answer to his 
prayers. 

The other parable tells us that pride 
ruins prayer. It did for the Pharisee. 
An old fable tells of a fox so thin that 
he got through a small gap into-a vine- 
yard where he ate so many grapes he 
grew twice his size and couldn’t get out 
again. It was dangerous to remain in 
the vineyard, so he had to starve himself 
back to thinness to make his escape! 

The Pharisee was so swollen with 
pride that his prayer became self-praise, 
and that endangered him, for pride goes 
before a fall. He fed his pride by com- 
paring himself with others who seemed 
below him. Doing that, he seemed so 
much superior to people like that pub- 
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lican. We, too, get proud by measuring 
ourselves against people who seem less 
strict and less religious than we are. 
We need to starve our pride, and the way 
to do it is to stop measuring ourselves 
against others and continually measure 





“Look Ever to Jesus” 
TWILL *teep” YOUR Fatrn 


ourselves against the Lord Jesus. Then 
we see how far short we fall of what 
God wants us to be. That will make 
us feel our need and send us to our 
knees for mercy. Then we find, as the 
publican did, that the God against whom 
we have sinned is one who delights in 
mercy toward the repentant. 
CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom*M. Olson 


“... men ought always to pray... 
(Luke 18:1).—Practically all the re- 
visions read, “They ought always to 
pray”; for our lesson is a continuation 
of the instructions the Lord gave His 
disciples, beginning at 17:22. 

Whether kneeling, standing, lying 
down, sitting, or walking, disciples 
should pray. Prayer is a confession of 
our dependence upon Him. And we are 
always dependent upon Him for all 
things; hence the exhortation: “Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thegeunto 
with all perseverance .. .” (Eph. 6:18). 

Someone has said, “Perhaps you have 
a motto in your home which reads, 
‘Prayer Changes Things,’ and no doubt 
you can testify of many occasions when 
prayer most certainly did change ‘things.’ 
But I am inclined to believe that very 
frequently ‘things’ do not change one 
iota. Rather, prayer changes us to such 
an extent that we gloriously triumph 
over ‘things, whether they be a dis- 
agreeable environment or an unpleas- 
ant task, or perhaps a fiery, inexplicable 


” 


SUPER CHALLENGE! 
“Men ought always to PRAY, 4 


and not to faint? 


Zx./8:7) 
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trial. Praise God, His all-sufficient 
grace is able to make us completely 
oblivious to all of these ‘things,’ and 
our triumphing over them is a mofe glo- 
rious victory, and brings more glory to 
God than their removal could ever ac- 
complish.” 


“. . and not to faint” (Luke 18:1).— 
“The word used,” says Canon Farrar, 
“is a late word meaning to give in 
through cowardice, or give up from 
faint-heartedness” (See 2 Cor. 4:1; 
Gal. 6:9). 

“We were being conducted through the 
Medicine Hat Glass Works,” says Bruce 
E. Mills, “where a great molding ma- 
chine was making bottles at the rate of 
thirty-two a minute. The guide selected 
two bottles which looked exactly alike 
and took them into the testing room. 
When they were put in a machine 
under light, we could see that one bottle 
was clear and the other full of many 
colors. He told us, ‘Lack of color means 
the glass is perfectly balanced. It will 
stand great strain. Many colors indi- 
cate that the glass is not balanced and 
a slight vibration will cause it to fly into 
hundreds of pieces. I'll show you,’ He 
dropped a small stone into the bottle 
and it broke into bits, apparently ex- 
ploding from within. It could not stand 
the strain.” 

A prayerless life is colored by the 
conflicts of the world; it breaks under 
pressure, and often “goes to pieces.” 


“There was in a city a judge... 
there was a widow in that city...” 
(Luke 18:2, 3).—The judge broke both 
sections of.the Decalogue, for he “feared 
not God, neither regarded man.” 

There were always sharks—even re- 
ligious ones—yeady to “devour widows’ 
houses” (Matt. 23:14). This widow felt 
the need of resorting to law for pro- 
tection. She kept going to that ungodly 
judge pleading for justice against her 
adversary. 

The judge feared her continual com- 
ing would wear him out, so he finally 
fulfilled her request. If a widow’s per- 
severance can move an indifferent judge 
in this manner, how much more will 
persevering prayer on the part of be- 
lievers move God who loves His own, 
to fulfill their sincere petitions! 

The appropriate memory selection as- 
sures us that “the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (Jas, 5:16). THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
TmeEs Illustration Round Table, Decem- 
ber 24, 1955, issue, tells of an “effectual” 
prayer. In a conversation between a 
lawyer and his client, the lawyer said 
he couldn’t prosecute the client’s claim. 
When asked the reason, the lawyer 
said he stepped into the hall of the house 
where the old couple lived, whom he was 
to dispossess. Through a crack in the 
door he saw the elderly woman on a 
bed; and heard her say, “Come, Father, 
now begin. I’m all ready.” Down on 
his knees by her side went the old, 
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white-haired man. He reminded God that 
they were still submissive to His will; 
and whatever He saw fit to bring upon 
them, they would accept. It would be 
hard for them to be homeless in their 
old age—especially with Mother so ill. 
How different it would have been if 
one of their sons had been spared. 

Then he quoted several promises as- 
suring the safety of those placing their 
trust in God. Last of all he prayed for 
God’s blessing on those who were de- 
manding justice. “Are you afraid to de- 
feat the old man’s prayer?” the client 
asked. “You couldn’t defeat that prayer! 
My mother used to sing, ‘God moves in 
a mysterious way.’” “Well, my mother 
used to sing that, too,” said the client. 
You can call on them in the morning 
and tell the couple that the claim has 
been met.” 


“. . . when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 
18:8.).—The Lord had been speaking 
about conditions that would prevail at 
His return. Then He related this parable 
on prayer to reveal the fact that the 
saints on earth would be persecuted 
while awaiting His return. Their re- 
source would be persevering prayer. 
And although their faith would be tried, 
He would honor it, and deliver them. 
“But when He came, would the Son of 
man find this faith that waited for His 
intervention? ... A question which im- 
plies that it could hardly be expected, 
although it ought to exist. Nevertheless, 
should there be any faith acceptable to 
Him who seeks it, it will not be disap- 
pointed or confounded.” (Synopsis.) 


“Two men went up into the temple 
to pray...” (Luke 18:10).—This par- 
able He spake “unto certain which 
trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others.” The 
Pharisee was the self-righteous one. He 
prayed with himself; and exalted him- 
self. The publican, or taxgatherer, was 
the self-confessed sinner and cried, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner”; or, “God 
be propitiated to me, the sinner.” He, 
rather than the Pharisee, went down to 
his house justified. Only sinners who 
place faith in the sacrifice of Christ are 
justified today. 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, more vital to your con- 

tentment and happiness than money, 
more than property, more than skill and 
learning, more than health—yes, more 
than life itself—is prayer. You learned 
early to pray a little boy’s prayer: “Now 
I lay me down to sleep; I pray Thee, 
Lord, my soul to keep,” and even then 
you began to realize you must ask God 
for something which only He could sup- 
ply. Some of you had godly parents 
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and were led to go beyond the little 
verse and make your own prayers. 

In those early years you always knelt 
to pray. As you grew older and spent 
nights with other boys, some of you 
were ashamed to kneel, and that crippled 
your prayer habit. I heard of three boys 
who occupied the same room for the 
first time and they all tumbled into their 
beds without their usual prayer. If 
one of them had been brave enough to 
get upon his knees beside the bed, the 
other two would have done so. Too, I 
know of a boy who was assigned for the 
night in bafracks with a group of men. 
When he knelt beside his bunk in prayer, 
two of the men who had retired climbed 
out of their bunks and got on their 
knees. And they thanked him next 
morning. So easy is it to get out of 
the practice of prayer, and it were bet- 
ter—far better—if one left off eating his 
meals. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, though He was 
God-man, majored in prayer. It was 
His “meat” to talk to the Heavenly 
Father. And much of His teaching was 
designed to help us to see the need of 
prayer and to teach us how to pray. 
Today’s lesson consists of two parables 
which He spoke for this purpose. And 
here are the principal features: First, 
perseverance. The woman who was a 
widow persisted, though the judge re- 
fused her request again and again. 
Finally, without considering the merits 
of her case, because she bored and trou- 
bled him with her repeated requests 
he granted her petition just to get rid 
of her. Then our Lord comments: “And 
shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them?” Don’t 
stop praying, fellows; keep asking. 

The next feature for effective prayer 
is shown in the temple where two men 
were praying: humility. The publican 
would not lift up so much as Kis eyes 
unto Heaven, but smote upon his breast 
saying (and here comes the next feature 
—confession of sin), “God be merciful 
to me a sinner.” In sharp contrast, the 
proud Pharisee told God how good he 
was. And Jesus, in commenting, says 
the publican “went down to his house 
justified,” which ‘means that his prayer 
was answered then and there. 

So make a note of those three points 
on prayer, fellows, given by the Master: 
(in this order) humility, confession of 
sin, and perseverance. And here is an 
appropriate verse that has been empha- 
sized by Billy Graham: “If my people, 
which are called by my name shall hum- 
ble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land” (2 Chron. 7:14). 

In every thought of prayer we should 
remember this: for you, the Holy Spirit 
is the author of every effective prayer. 
You could not do a wiser thing when 
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you start to pray than first to ask the 
Holy Spirit to direct your prayer, to tell 
you what to pray for. Otherwise you 
may be asking for something that may 
be positively harmful to you. Paul tells 
the Romans, “Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities; for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought” 
(Rom. 8:26). If you pray with His 
guidance, you cannot make a mistake, 
and your prayer will certainly be an- 
swered. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


Ms 
| My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Prayer is the power that soars on high, 
To God upon His throne, 
It moves the Hand that rules the world, 
To bring deliverance down. 
AVE you ever heard this verse? 
Recently I read of a pastor’s wife 
who proved the truth of this. The 
church they served could not support 
them, so they worked a farm adjoining 
the parsonage. One summer, just be- 
fore harvest time, a terrible hailstorm 
swept up the valley where she and her 
family lived. When the pastor’s wife 
heard the thunder and saw lightning 


streaking through the black clouds — 


which were moving toward her home, 
she went to her room and prayed ear- 
nestly. She reminded the Lord how 
much they needed the harvest to sup- 
port their six children, and entreated 
Him to spare their crops. After the 
storm was over, they went out to see 
what damage it had done. The hail 
had ruined the crops in the valley around 
them, but it had stopped just at the 
edge of the land belonging to the par- 
sonage. Those who saw it said that it 
appeared as if an unseen hand had 
turned the storm aside at that point! 
That is what happened. The Hand that 
rules the world had intervened in an- 
swer to fervent prayer. 

Some people might say that it was just 
a coincidence, but hers is another cir- 
cumstance in the life of the same lady 
which proves that God heard and an- 
swered her prayers. Some years later, 
her three oldest boys were away at 
school. Times were bad, so when the 
next term began, the pastor and his wife 
were unable to send the necessary fees. 
They received a letter saying that if the 
money was not paid promptly, the boys 
would be sent home. That night the 
pastor’s wife took the bills to her room 
and spread them out before the Lord. 
She told Him al] about it, and asked 
Him to send the money if it was His 
will for her sons to complete their edu- 
cation. She spent a good part of the 
night in prayer. Finally she went to 
sleep, peaceful in the assurance that God 
would in some way send the money. 
While they were at breakfast the next 
morning a message came that a Chris- 
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tian friend wanted very much to speak 
to the pastor’s wife. When she went 
to see him, he said: “I’m very glad 
you've come. I’ve something to show 
you. I couldn’t sleep last night for 
thinking of you folks. All night I was 
troubled by the thought that you needed 
money. I have several hundred dollars 
in this chest and I want to lend you as 
much money as you need. If you're 
ever able to pay it back, well and good; 
if not, never mind.” 

Then the pastor’s wife told this good 
man of the bills for her boys, and how 
she had spent the greater part of the 
night praying about them. He was as- 
tonished and thrilled to think that God 
had revealed this need to him, and had 
put it into his heart to help. hen the 
pastor’s wife got home with enough 
money to pay all the bills, her husband 
was thrilled, too. And together they 
thanked God. 

The Golden Text for today is, “The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). I’m 
sure you girls realize that this means the 
effectual fervent prayer of any Christian, 
who is going on with the Lord. The 
stories I told this nforning happened to 
be about a woman, but the Lord hears 
girls or boys just as truly. 

Our lesson this morning is in the 
eighteenth chapter of Luke. Let us 
read the first eight verses responsively. 
Jesus told this parable to teach His fol- 
lowers always to pray, not to get dis- 
couraged and stop. The judge in this 
story is very different from our God, 
but that doesn’t change the teaching 
about prayer given here. What do you 


* think is the lesson this parable teaches? 


(That we should keep on praying.) Yes. 
If we are praying for something and 
the answer is delayed, we must not get 
discouraged and stop. Did you notice 
how the pastor’s wife kept on praying? 
In one case she prayed till the storm 
was over, and in the other most of the 
night. Sometimes we may have to wait 
for years to see the answer to a cer- 
tain prayer. But it will tome, if it is 
according to God’s will. 

Now let us read Luke 18:9-14. Notice 
the Pharisee prayed with himself. God 
did not pay attention to his prayer. He 
was admiring himself, and reminding 
himself of all his good deeds. His heart 
was full of pride. ~ 
. The publican was just the opposite. 
He felt himself unfit to approach a holy 
God, so he stood “afar off.” But his 
prayer was to God, and God heard and 
answered it. His heart was humble, and 
his prayer sincere. The publican’s 
prayer is one God always answers. We 
must come to Him first as sinners, and 
be saved, before we can Claim His prom- 
isés about prayer. 

’ Then as God’s children we need per- 
sistence, faith, and humility as we pray. 
Did you notice the faith of that pastor’s 
wife? After she had prayed most of 
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was on the way. Before we start to 
pray it is good to spend a few moments 
in thinking of the greatness of God. This 
will help to keep us humble and will 
also increase our faith. Remember we 
are praying to the One who is all- 
powerful. The stormy wind is hushed, 
the dead are raised to life at His com- 
mand. A man who had been dead four 
days came out of his grave immediately, 
when Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth.” 

Our memory verse for today from 
“The Resurrection” card is “The hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shal] hear his voice, and shall 
come forth” (John 5:28, 29). I wrote 
that verse on the blackboard, as you 
can see. Let us read it over and over 
while we take turns erasing a word 
here and there. By the time the verse 
is erased from the board I hope it will 
be written in our hearts. Since our 
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Lord’s voice is going to bring all the 
dead out of their graves, we need not 
fear that anything we ask of Him will 
be too great. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Instant Attention—The effectual fer- 

vent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much (Jas. 5:16, Golden Text). A city 
hospital, recently enlarged and equip- 
ped with all the latest and most approved 
appliances, was thrown open to the in- 
spection of visitors. A physician con- 
nected with the building explained the 
various improvements, and among them 
the way in which patients could sum- 
mon attendants. By the old method a 
button beside the bed rang a bell, but 
it was possible for the bell to go un- 
heard, or at least unheeded. The sound 
of the bells was also confusing, “But 
now,” said the physician, “a patient 
too weak to lift his arm may touch a 
button just at hand, /and instantly. four 
lights flash out—one in the office, one in 
the great hall, the two others in differ- 
ent parts of the building; and it is im- 
possible for anyone to turn them out 
until the call has been answered, that 
room visited.” Shall human skill and 
pity compass such things as these, and 
we yet question whether the Creator of 
all worlds has any system by which He 
can hear the cry of His children in need? 
When the weakest hand touches the but- 
ton of prayer, nor earth nor hell can 
hinder the signal nor bar the answer. 
—From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Failure To Hold the Line.—Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint (Luke 
18:1). “Have you found a diamond pen- 
dant, which I feel sure I dropped at your 
theater last night?” So telephoned a 
lady one time to the business manager 
of a large concert hall. “Not yet found,” 
was the reply; “but search is being 
made; please hold the line.” The trinket, 
a valuable, first quality diamond, was 
soon found; but when the manager re- 
turned to the telephone the call had been 
cut off. For some time he waited, but 
no fresh application was made, and as 
the lady had given no name or address, 
he could only have recourse to adver- 
tising in the papers; still, when I heard, 
in vain. As I read this incident, the 
thought arose that too often we thus 
act concerning our requests to our Father 





‘ing on his own chest, prayed: 
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in Heaven. We turn to Him in our trou- 
bles, trials, difficulties, needs, according 
to His gracious invitation; and then 
sometimes, weary of waiting, our faith 
and hope give way, and we fail to “hold 
the line”; so that when the fullness of 
time is come to grant what we desire, 
we are not there to receive it—to our 
own great loss and the dishonoring of 
our faithful God.—From Christian Union 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


No Time To Breathe.—Her continual 
coming (Luke 18:5). An old Indian 
teacher met a young convert and asked 
him if he said his prayers regularly. 
He answered, “I am a Christian, but I 
have no time to pray.” “Then you have 
no time to breathe,” said the teacher. 
“Oh, I have to make time for that, so 
as to live.” “Then,” said the teacher, 
“it is just as important to pray as to 
breathe.”—From the Sunday Circle. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. we 


A Free Ticket.—He spake this par- 
able unto certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and 
despised others (Luke 18:9). “Well, I can- 
not understand why a man who has tried 
to lead a good moral life should not 
stand a better chance of Heaven than 
a wicked one,” said a woman recently, 
in a conversation with others about the 
matter of salvation. “Simply for this 
cause,” answered one. “Suppose you 
and I wanted to go to a place of amuse- 
ment where the admission was a dollar. 
You have half a dollar and I have noth- 
ing. Which would stand the better 
chance of admission?” “Neither.” “Just 
so; and therefore the moral man stands 
no better chance than the outbreaking 
sinner. But now, suppose a kind and 
rich person, who saw our perplexity, 
presented a ticket of admission to each 
of us at his own expense! What then?” 
“Well, then we should both go in alike. 
That is clear.” “Thus, then, the Saviour 
saw our perplexity; He came, He died, 
and thus ‘obtained eternal redemption 
for us,’ and now He offers you and me 
a free ticket. Only take care that your 
half dollar does not make you proud 
enough to.refuse the free ticket and 
be refused admittance at last.”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Peril of Subtle Pride.—The Phari- 
see stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men are (Luke 18:11). A Sun- 
day school teacher had done a good piece 
of teaching on her class of boys, ex- 
plaining the hard heart of the Pharisee. 
What a thing for a man to say: “I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are”! 
This surely was no attitude for anyone 
to take. At the close of the lesson she 
had the youngsters lead in short prayers, 
and one boy, without any apparent beat- 
“We 
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thank thee, God, that we are not like 
that Pharisee!” Do we sometimes pray 
like that boy? I think so. “That's one 
nice thing about me, man, I’m certainly 
no Pharisee. You don’t see me going 
around displaying my religion. 1 never 
shove my religion down anybody’s 
throat.’ Thank God, I’m not like that 
Holy Joe over there.” And in that very 
pride over our relaxed religion we slip 
into the hands of the subtle beast him- 
self—Condensed, United Presbyterian. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


God, Be Merciful to Me!—The pub- 
lican, standing afar off, would not lift 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner (Luke 18:13). 

Sinful, sighing to be blest; 

Bound, and longing to be free; 

Weary, waiting for my rest: 

God, be merciful to me, 


Goodness I have none to plead, 
Sinfulness in all I see, 

I can only bring my need: 
God, be merciful to me. 


Broken heart and downcast eyes 
Dare not lift themselves to Thee; 

Yet Thou canst interpret sighs: 
God, be merciful to me.” 


From this sinful heart of mine 
To Thy bosom I would flee; 
I am not my own, but Thine: 
God, be merciful to me. 
« There is One beside the throne, 
And my only hope and plea 
Are in Him and Him alone: 
God, be merciful to me. 


He my cause will undertake, 
My Interpreter will be; 
He’s my all; and for His sake, 
God, be merciful to me, 
—From J. S. B. Monsell. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Empty Jugs.—He that humbleth him- 
self (Luke 18:14). “You can fill an 
empty jug with clear water from the 
spring, but it would be foolish to bring 
to the spring a jug already full. The 
Lord has no blessing for the heart that 
is full of haughtiness. He reserves His 
blessing for the heart emptied of self; 
and remember that after all it is the 
worthiest who are the most humble. It 
is the best filled stalk of corn that bends 
its head the lowest.—From old issue of 
The Sunday School Times: Sent by 
Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Il, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Two Men at Prayer (Luke 18:9-14) 


6¢]»? IS for people! What kind of peo. 
ple were: Pharisees, priests, pub- 
licans, lepers (with p in the middle)? 
(Print the words on the blackboatd to 
familiarize them for reading purposes.) 
Can you give the names of any of them? 
(Luke 1:5; 3:2; 5:27.) Can you tell 
stories about any of them? 
Beside the Thankful Heart used last 
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week, have prepared two similar hearts 
of a different color to represent A Pray- 
ing Heart. On each of the latter put on 
the outside the title and the Memory 
Verse: “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 
11:1). The two men, in the story the 
Lord told, went up into the temple to 
pray. The Pharisee had what he thought 
was a thankful heart and a praying 
heart. Let us write in one heart how he 
prayed: “God, I thank Thee I am not 
as bad as other men. I fast twice a 
week. I give cne-tenth.” Now let us 
see about the praying heart of the pub- 
lican—you remember publicans often 
cheated on the taxes. In this second 
heart we will put: “God, forgive me. 
I am a sinner.” Which was the praying 
heart that got an answer, the really good 
heart? The publican! (“Justified” in 
Luke 18:14 means “made good.”) 

Now let us take a closer look at the 
Pharisee’s heart. He had a -kind of 
thankful heart, but it was not the right 
kind. It was a bragging heart. Whbd did 
he think had made him so good? Him- 
self! He had a kind of praying heart, 
but it was not the right kind. He 
thought he was talking to God, but if 
you read Luke 18:11 carefully you will 
see whom the Lord said he was talking 
to. Himself!” Just praising himself for 
being so good! The Lord did not count 
bragging goodness as any good! (Tear 
up the heart.) “Every one that exalt- 
eth himself shall be abased.” Seems as 
if I have heard that before! Wasn't it 
in a Pharisee’s house where people 
picked the best seats to show how im- 
portant they were? (Luke 14:11.) Look 
again at the publican’s praying heart. 
No thanks there! Just sin! It was such 
a short prayer! Yet it was just the two 
things that God wanted to hear: “I am 
a sinner. Forgive me.” While the men 
prayed there was a lamb burning on the 
altar in the temple, picturing what the 
Lord Jesus would soon do on the cross. 
So the publican took the ABC steps to 
salvation: Ask—he asked God to forgive 
him. Believe—he believed God would, 
because of His promises and the lamb 
sacrifice. (The Greek word translated 
“be merciful” is literally “be propiti- 
ated,” implying an atonement.) Confess 
—he confessed his sin. Then he had 
something to be thankful for! (Put the 
paper praying heart up beside the thank- 
ful one on display.) 

To whom do you pray? Yourself? 
Your mother? Just repeating words you 
have memorized? Or do you really talk 
to God? Shall we each make a paper 
heart to help us remember to have truly 
praying hearts at prayer time? Put on 
the cover the prayer Memory Verse. 
On one side of the inside you may like 
to put the ABC. words: Ask, Believe, 
Confess. On the other side, when you 
are alone, put down the things you need 
to ask God to forgive. Then ask Him. 
You may talk about other things, too. 
Make prayer time every day a real talk 
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to God, not just saying words. Be thank- 
ful but not bragging. Confess the wrong 
things every day and you will find God 
real and close. Then you can mark 
your paper heart “A Praying Heart.” 
Read the first ten verses of Luke 19 
to see another publican take the ABC 
steps in his heart, and what he did after 
that. 
Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IM and Tom are twins. They are 

Christians. They are used to sharing 
things. They do not have two of every- 
thing: two sleds; two bicycles; two pairs 
of ice skates; nor two of anything else. 
They must share everything that they 
have. That means, of course, that they 
must take turns. Usually it works out 
all right, for they have always shared 
everything. But sometimes there is 
trouble. 


One Saturday afternoon, for example, 
they both wanted to use the ice skates 
at the same time. Really it was Tim’s 
turn to use them, but Tom wanted them. 
Besides, it was the best ice skating day 
they had had all week. And the last 
time that Tom had used them, the ice was 
pretty slushy. So he felt that he should 
be allowed to have them the second 
time in a row. You know that there 
was a pretty big argument before Tim 
got to have his rightful turn at using 
the skates that afternoon. 


That night, after supper, the family 
had their regular family worship. They 
read their Bibles together, played their 
family worship game (they got beans 
to keep in their bean cups—a bean for 
each Bible question they answered cor- 
rectly); and then each person prayed. 

When it was Tom’s turn to pray, he 
said, “Dear God, I thank Thee that F 
am not like other people. I’m not self- 
ish. I don’t want everything for myself. 
I'm glad I’m not like Tim. Amen.” 

Soon it was Tim’s_ turn. “Dear 
Heavenly Father,” Tim prayed—and his 
voice quivered a little—“forgive me for 
being selfish this afternoon and wanting 
the skates. I could have used the sled 
and had fun, too. Please forgive me. 
Help me always to want to share. Help 
me to do it gladly, dear God. Amen.” 

When the last person had prayed, each 
one jumped up to start clearing the 
table. “Wait just a moment,” their 
father announced. “Sit down and get 
your Bibles.” This was unusual. But 
they were accustomed to obeying their 
father without question. “Please turn 
to the eighteenth chapter of the Book 
of Luke.” The pages rustled and. each 
one found the right place. “Follow me, 
please, as I read the ninth to fourteenth 
verses.” And their father read very 
soberly and emphatically those verses. 
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What About the Souls of Men and 
Women in Military Service? 


A vast neglected mission field with unlimited pos- 
sibilities. Let us tell you how to reach them ef- 
fectively for Christ. 


PIONEER CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Box 48 * Canandaigua, New York 


WANTED 


Christian with sales and management experi- 
ence to head Stewardship Promotion Division 
of large Eastern Christian educational institu- 
tion as Vice-President. Substantial salary. 
Write Box No. 732, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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WANTED 


A Christian publishing company 
in the East wishes to contact a 
born-again Christian qualified as 
a machinist-operator who can set 
type and care for two Linotype 
machines (Mergenthaler, models 
29 and 25). Please write to 


Box No. 731 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
































= 





(14) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








THIS BOOK MAY BE HAD 


for only THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 


at $1 each. 
States only. 


THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 


“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 
readers may be able to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 


U.S.A. dollars). 


In what better way could you show your regard and thought- 
fulness to a number of acquaintances than by making it possible 
for them to receive the TIMES? 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 


TIMES, an order 
When you 


dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 18-weeks subscription. 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 


of one book for 
mention this offer. 


(We are sorry, but because of foreign customs restrictions this book 
offer is limited to those residing in the United States and its possessions. ) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street ° ° ° 





without money cost 


This offer applies to subscribers in the United 





by Edgar Ainske 


Because of the keen interest 
of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
published in The Sunday 
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brought out in book form, 
to sell for $2. 


Readers of the series have said: 


“They are so helpful in understand- 
ing this ‘Book of Mystery,’” 
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and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 
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(Teacher: Please read these verses with 
much meaning.) 

“The Pharisees,” Father began, “had 
everything in their favor for receiving 
answers to their prayers. They strictly 
obeyed the laws of the Old Testament, 
This’ Pharisee Was a very religious man. 
Unfortunately, however, he was not the 
kind that God likes to hear. Actually 
what he was doing was telling God how 
good heshimself was. Imagine that! 
And he prayed loudly enough for every- 
one to hear him say, ‘I thank You that 
I am not as this publican is.’ 

“Publicans,” Father continued, “were 
very much hated. No one anywhere has 
ever been more bitterly disliked. Pub- 
licans, you see, gathered taxes, And, 
since people hated to pay taxes, they 
hated the people who were the tax- 
gatherers—the publicans. So when the 
Pharisee saw the publican coming to the 
place of worship, he prayed loudly 
enough for everyone, including the pub- 
licah, to hear that he (the Pharisee) 
was glad he was not like the publican. 

“When the publican began praying, he 
was entirely different. He knew himself 
to be a sinner. He knew he did not 
even deserve to pray to a holy, living 
God. Showing how sorry he was for his 
sins, he beat on his chest and cried, ‘God 
be merciful to me a sinner.’ That was 
all.” 

Father looked around the table at each 
member of his family. No one said a 
word. Only the ticking clock disturbed 
the awful quiet that had fallen upon 
each one. 

“Now,” Father added, “we will read 
together, very slowly so that the little 
children can read it, too, the fourteenth 
verse. These are the words of the dear 
Lord Jesus Himself. Let us see what He 
has to say about the prayers of those 
two men.” 

Together the family read: “I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justi- 
fied rather than the other: for every 
one that exalteth himself shall be 
abdsed; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.” 

“That is all,” Father said. The family 
left to clear the table. No one was say- 
ing anything. But once, when Tim and 
Tom had returned at the same time for 
more dishes, they looked at each other 
and both exclaimed at the same moment: 
“I’m sorry. Please forgive me: Here, 
shake!” 

Tim and Tom never forgot that lesson, 
you can be sure. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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There must ever be the meek and 
humble spirit in our approach to God. 
The adoption of this humble spirit will 
enable the Spirit of God to draw near 
to us, and to work in us a quiet, entire 
confidence. His aims and purposes will 


find a ready lodgment in our hearts. 
They will be like seed falling into good 
ground.—Keswick Calendar. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 72) 


1. It separates the parable of-the Un- 
just Judge from its context in chapter 
17. 


2. Retribution athe coming of the Son 
of man. 


3. They both deal with aspects of 
prayer. 


4. Nowhere else. 


5. Each is introduced with a statement 
of its purpose (Luke 18:1, 9). 


6. The unlikeness between the heart- 
less judge and our long-suffering God. 


7. The contrast between the self-right- 
eous, religious man who is condemned 
before God, and the conscious, penitent 
sinner who is justified before God. 


8. Persistency. 

9. Humility and penitence, 
10. Self-interest. 
Eimuvrst, IL, 
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“There Goes Tripp” 
(Continued from page 70) 


Sunday school. Says he, “You get a 
child interested in Sunday school and 
church and it won’t be long before its 
parents are coming, too.” 

Charley has plans for the future, plans 
that include campaigns of soul-winning 
for the next year; plans for state work- 
ers, singers, and missionaries, And as 
it has been intimated, high water stop- 
ped Charley Tripp a few times, but he 
will find a way to bridge all obstacles 
so that people will eontinue to say, 
“There goes Tripp to Old Blue Moun- 
tain and to other places in need of mis- 
sions and missionaries. 


SPRINGDALE, ARK. 
wy 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 70), 


like. All along the way the party is 
assured of excellent service, delicious 
dining-car and hotel meals, comfortable 
sleepIng quarters, and the finest in mod- 
ern rail, motor coach, and steamer com- 
forts. 

The Alaska Tour this year will be 
under the direction of Mr. John W. Lane, 
Jr., who is Associate Editor of THe Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs, and who has accom- 
panied a number of earlier Christian 
Fellowship parties. Detailed information 
as to costs and accommodations and a 
descriptive itinerary will be sent to any 
who wish this information just as soon 
as the folders are ready. Just address 
Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times, 325 N. 138th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Conservative Baptist Seminary's 
New President 


R. WILLIAM P. WHITTEMORE, 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Denver, Colo. has an- 
nounced the appointment of a new pres- 
ident succeeding Dr. Carey Thomas who 
has occupied that position since 1951. 
He is Dean Vernon Grounds of the Sem- 
inary faculty, who assumed office at 
the beginning of January. - 

A native of New Jersey, Dean Grounds 
graduated from Rutgers University and 
Faith Theological Seminary, after which 
he pursued graduate studies at Drew 
University. For ten years he was pas- 
tor of the Paterson Tabernacle in Pater- 
son, N. J., teaching at King’s College 
during that time. From 1945 to 1951, 
he served as dean of the Baptist Bible 
Seminary at Johnson City, N. Y., leav- 
ing there to assume the deanship of the 
Conservative Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. Nationally known for his pulpit 
and writing ministry, the Seminary’s 
new president has been a popular 
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speaker on campuses and at conferences 
across the country. The Rev. Douglas 
Birk, who has been with the Conserva- 
tive Seminary since its organization in 
1950, has been appointed vice-president. 
Dr. Whittemore has also announced the 
appointment of Dr, Earl Kalland as dean 
of the faculty of the Conservative Semi- 


Plans for the installation of the new 
officials are now being made. It is ex- 


pected that they will be publicly inducted . 


early in May as a feature of the annual 
commencement program. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Je. 





Sunday, February 12 


1, Blind Spots in Race Relations 
(Acts 17:26; Eph. 2:11-22) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HEN speaking of physical vision, 
a blind spot is that point on the 
retina of the eye which is not sensitive 
to light. It is the point at which the 
optic nerve enters the eye. When speak- 
ing of one’s,discernment, a “blind spot” 
is an area where one fails to exercise 
understanding, judgment, and the like. 
Our topic for this week suggests that it 
is possible to fail to exercise understand. 
ing and good judgment in the matter of 
race relations. We need to realize, how- 
ever, that faulty understanding and poor 
judgment is possible on both sides of the 
race relations question. It is possible, on 
the one hand, to be unreasonably preju- 
diced against those of other races; and 
it is just as possible in some cases to 
look upon race relations with a foolish 
sentimentality that is contrary to the 
best interests of all concerned. 
se 
Two Scripture portions have been 
chosen for our guidance. One is taken 
from Paul’s sermon on Mars’ Hill (Acts 
17:26) and reminds us that God has made 
of one all nations of men. All men have 
had one common forefather; Adam. There 
is one portion of this verse, however, 
that often is either not emphasized or 
is overlooked. It is the fact that God 
also determined the bounds of the habi- 
tation of all nations, and has given to 
them their distinctive characteristics. 
God, in His wisdom, has seen fit to make 
the distinction between the white race 
and the black race and the brown race 
and the yellow race and the red race, 
and man has no right to break down 
the barriers that God has thus estab- 
lished. 
se 


The second Scripture portion -chosen 
for this week from Ephesians 2 is one 
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in which the Ephesian Christians were 
reminded that they themselves, in the not 
too distant past, and before they had come 
to know and accept the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, had been aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise which 
God had made with His Chosen People, 
the Jews. But, becayse they had ac- 
cepted Christ as Saviour, they had en- 
tered into a relationship to God, through 
the shed blood of Christ, which made 
them fellow citizens with all other be- 
lievers, even with Jews who had been 
saved through faith in Christ. Paul, 
therefore, likens all of them, both the 
former Gentiles and the former Jews, 
as stones in a building of which Jesus 
Christ Himself is the Chief Cornerstone, 
and which is put together as a habitation 
of God. We call such a fellowship as 
this today the Church. 


The lesson for us today, as Christians 
and sincere followers of Christ, is that 
all those who are sincere believers in 
Christ as God’s unique Son, and who are 
earnestly seeking to serve and follow 
Him, are fellow citizens of the house- 
hold of God, and are deserving of our 
love and concern and prayers regardless 
of the race to which they may belong. 


pS 


A realization of the fact that the Gos- 
pel is for all men, and that all who will 
accept Christ become one in Him, should 
make us, all the more zealous in taking 
the Good News to those of other races so 
that they may experience the trans- 
forming power of Christ and may share 
in the blessings that God has for all who 
will receive His Son. This is our pri- 
mary responsibility to those of other 
races, and it is the greatest service that 
we can perform for them. 

A false and dangerous idea has been 
spread abroad in some areas of the 
Christian world in recent years and un- 
fortunately has found considerable favor. 
It is that we must not offend those of 
other races by preaching that only in 
Christ is there any hope of salvation 
from sin or for the future. We must 
look upon all religions of those of other 
races, we are told, as ways of approach 
to God and upon Christianity as only 
one of these ways. This is directly con- 
trary to the clear teaching in God’s 
Word, The Lord Jesus Himself said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). Peter, in his address 
to the Sanhedrin said plainly, “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). The blind spot that causes us 
to have a false concern lest we offend the 
religious convictions of those of other 
races may therefore cause us to with- 
hold from them the Word of Life that 
they so desperately need, 
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A helpful pamphlet for consideration 
of your young people’s group in con- 
nection with this topic is, “Christian 
Race Relations Must Be Natural, Not 
Forced,” by Dr, L. Nelson Bell, and may 
be had for 15 cents a dozen or $1 a hun- 
dred, from the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schooi Lesson Committee. 


February 6 to 12 


Mon.—Matthew 6:5-13. 
Learning To Pray. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When thou pray- 
est.” Your lessons on prayer from the 
Lord are your best lessons. He who 
gave us the perfect example and pattern 
of prayer is the only One who can teach 
you to pray so as to be heard in Heaven. 
When you pray remember to think of 
your Lord up at the right hand of_the 
Father as your intercessor. (Note: Rev, 
5:8; 8:3.) Offer only those prayers He 
is pleased to hear; and only such as He 
can make His own in His intercessions 
on High. One prayer Christ can joyfully 
offer for you in Heaven is worth ten 
thousand prayers that sound right to 
human ears. Pray daily for Billy Gra- 
ham. 


Tues.—John 14:11-20. Faith and Prayer. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it.” 
Prayer is easy for even a little child. 
Our Lord made it easy, when He used 
the short words:- “ask ... seek... 
knock.” But it is profound, for it is to 
be offered in His name which is above 
every name, and at whose name ulti- 
mately every knee shall bow. Real 
prayer is prayer on the ground of the 
atonement made by Christ in His own 
blood on the cross; because of which 
He has this name above every name. 
That name has for all mankind, within 
its benefits, pardon, peace, and power. 
Plead the name of Jesus in prayers. 
Pray for Billy Graham’s associates. 


Wed.—Psalm 63:1-8. Earnest Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My soul follow- 
eth hard after thee.” One who has 
tasted that the Lord is gracious will 
“follow hard” after Him. Like Peter, 
such a soul exclaims: “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life’ (John 1:68). When one 
knows God as Saviour and sovereign 
of Heaven and earth and hell, he will 
not do business with finite helpers when 
only the infinite God can give assist- 
ance. Blessed are all they who know 
that their help cometh from Him who 
made Heaven and earth. It pays to wait 


daily at the posts of His doors. Pray 
for the committees making arrangements 
for Dr. Graham’s evangelistic meetings. 


Thurs.—Psalm 38:1-9. 
A Penitent’s Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, all my de- 
sire is before thee; and my groaning is 
not hid from thee.” Penitential meet- 
ings have quite gone out of fashion, but 
we need to dust off the old mourner’s 
bench, and bring it up out of the church 
basement, so that sinning saints, like 
Joseph’s erring brethren, might weep 
over their sins. Revival in the Biblical 
Sense is a great reformation among 
saints, and a great turning to God, be- 
cause of this, by sinners. “Be afflicted, 
and mourn, and weep: let your laughter 
be turned to mourning, and your joy 
to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you 
up” (Jas, 4:9, 10). Pray for more peni- 
tential tears and prayers and repentance. 


Fri—Luke 18:9-14. Humility in Prayer. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
Dr. R. A. Torrey used to say that “in 
modern thought we have a very little 
God: but in Bible thought we have a 
very great God.” Folks who are but of 
yesterday, and know scarcely anything, 
have reason to be humble before God. 
And when we remember our sins and 
follies, and ignorance and inability with- 
out grace to love, honor, and serve God, 
we do well to take the place of the pub- 
lican. The humility of the patriarchs, 
prophets, and apostles was profound. 
Are we humble of heart? Pray for the 
directors of Youth for Christ. 


Sat.—2 Samuel! 22:29-37. God Our Shield. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Thou hast also 
given me the shield of thy salvation.” 
The Psalmist was continually aware of 
His need of God in every area of his 
life. He calls God his lamp, buckler, 
rock, strength, power, protector, and de- 
liverer. Do words fail you in your at- 
tempt to tell what the Lord means to 
your soul? We hear Christians tell what 
they have done for "the Lord, but it .is 
better to hear what God has done for 
them. Has He done great things for, 
and through you? Pray for Spain, 


Sun.—Isaiah 37:14-20. 
Taking Our Troubles to God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hezekiah re- 
ceived the letter from the hand of 
the messengers, and read it: and 
Hezekiah went up unto the house of 
the Lord, and spread it before the 
Lord.” Hezekiah went before the 
supreme ruler and presented to Him 
his troubles for solution. We can all 
do better business at the Throne of 
Grace than before men whose breath 
is in their nostrils. Vain is the help 
of man, but glorious the assistance of 
God. Pray for the directors of Child 
Evangelism, 
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